
 
Lit Circle 3 

Roles  
Discussion Director _______________________ You lead the discussion and make sure everyone has a chance to 
be heard and you make sure all parts of assignment is completed and everyone stays on task. You call on the two 
readers.  
Recorder _______________________ You record the answers from your circle.  
Reader 1_______________________ You read the passages outloud when called on  
Reader 2_______________________ You read the passages outloud when called on  
ALL DISCUSS! It is okay to have different opinions, but let everyone have a chance to voice theirs. 

1.   Reader 1:  The end of chapter 3 is by far the most disturbing part of Life on the Color Line.  I would 

like your group to take some time to think about the death penalty and criminal justice.  Capital 

punishment isn’t uncivilized; murderers living is:  Civilized people don’t put up with barbaric 

behavior. Would it have been civilized to put Hitler in prison? No-it would have been an affront to 

civilization. The same is true of criminals who prey on innocent people. They have declared war on 

civilization. I don’t care if the victim is a CEO or a floor sweeper. A life is a life, and if you criminally 

take an innocent life you’d better be prepared to forfeit your own. My only complaint is that lethal 

injection is too comfortable a way to go  Source: The America We Deserve, by Donald Trump  

What do your group members say about this.  Record at least three statements. 

 
 
 

2.  "Death penalty opponents often argue that executing criminals is a needless act of 
inhumanity, since the threat of a sentence of life without parole is just as effective a deterrent 

to crime. 
What do your group members say about this.  Record at least three statements. 
 
 
 

 
3. Reader 2  There is no guarantee that a sentence of life without parole will actually be 

followed. Potential killers likely know it too. Those of us who believe that the punishment 
should in some sense fit the crime may doubt the prospect of spending two or even more 
decades behind bars, with the hope of ultimate emancipation...  

 

In 1991, Gregory Green stabbed his pregnant wife to death inside their Detroit home, then 

called police to come arrest him.  On Wednesday, a morbidly similar, but even more deadly, 

scenario played itself out in Dearborn Heights, where a man called 911 and reported he had 

killed his family. Can a murdered get “better” in prison? 

 

4.  Finally, rape is not typically given the death penalty.  Do you think that pedophiles 

should get capital punishment?  For many victims, they have reported that they would 

have rather been murdered than raped. 

 
 



 

 


